
Town of Sidney, Maine 

Public Access Channel Policy 

Adopted:  August 11, 2014 

1.  Policy Statement  
 “Public Access Channel” shall mean a channel or channels allocated for free, dedicated, 

noncommercial and non discriminatory use by the public, and including education programs. 
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Programming on the Town of Sidney government and education channel ("the channel") shall be 
the sole responsibility of the Town of Sidney, at the direction of the Sidney Board of Selectmen 
and Administration and by recommendation of the Cable Television Owner.  The channel shall 
operate in accordance with applicable provisions of the current Cable Franchise agreement and 
the Federal Telecommunications Act. The relationship between the municipality and the school 
district relating to the operation of the channel shall be in accordance with any shared services 
agreement in effect. 

2. Objectives 
 The objectives of this chapter are to: 

 A.  

 Provide comprehensive information about programs and services offered to Sidney residents by 
municipal departments. 

 B.  

 Provide information pertinent to Sidney residents from other local, state, and federal 
governmental entities. 

 C.  

 Widen the dissemination of information on the activities of the municipal government advisory 
bodies of the Town. 

 D.  

 Provide emergency communications in the event of disaster or widespread service disruption. 

 F.  

 Provide and distribute programming of interest to the residents, which will inform, educate and 
enlighten, as well as encourage participation in government services, activities and decision 
making. 

3.   Channel Operation 
 The channel shall operate on cable service providers offering service in the Town pursuant to a 

franchise authorized pursuant to the provisions of the current cable agreement.   
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http://ecode360.com/8060167#8060167
http://ecode360.com/8060169#8060169
http://ecode360.com/8060170#8060170
http://ecode360.com/8060171#8060171
http://ecode360.com/8060172#8060172
http://ecode360.com/8060164#8060173


4.   Types of Programs 
 The types of programs shall be as follows: 

 A.  

 Live cablecast. Live coverage of designated meetings and events may be provided. Not currently 
available. 

 B.  

 Taped-delayed cablecast. Taped meetings, shows and events videotaped in advance for 
cablecast at a later time. Some events will be cablecast live and will also be taped for later 
playback.  Not currently available. 

 C.  

 Staff-originated programming: approved programming produced by the municipality, to include 
programs for local departments, issues related to municipal government or about groups, 
committees, boards, etc., that are affiliated with government. 

 D.  

 Outside-originated programming: approved programming that is related to government that is 
produced by an outside source. This programming may be donated, purchased, rented or 
borrowed for cablecast. 

 E.  

 Bulletin-board information: messages related to municipal activities, programs, services and 
events sponsored in whole or in part by Sidney or another governmental unit affecting its 
residents. 

 F.  

 Emergency broadcasts, as needed. 

 G.  

 Promotions. Promotional announcements for Town-sponsored events, programs and activities 
will be permitted. Promotional announcements for events, charities or outside organizations shall 
only be permitted when the event is being held in the Town and approved by the Board of 
Selectmen. 

 H.  

 Programming restrictions are as follows: 

 (1)  

 No obscene or salacious material. 

 (2)  

 No material which violates federal, state or local law. 

 (3)  

 A lottery as defined by the Federal Communications Commission regulations or any 
advertisement of or information concerning a lottery. 

 (4) 

 The Channel will be updated and requested information shall be posted as staffing availability 
allows. 

 I.  

 Political programming: 

 The channel is not intended as a mechanism to promote any particular issue or candidate for 
public office. However, this provision will not preclude the channel from cablecasting nonpartisan 
programs sponsored by mutual third parties designed to inform and educate the citizens of 
election issues and candidates.  

  

http://ecode360.com/8060164#8060174
http://ecode360.com/8060175#8060175
http://ecode360.com/8060176#8060176
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http://ecode360.com/14880941#14880941


5.   Access Policy 
 A.  

 All programming requests will be reviewed by the Board of Selectmen, which shall make its 
recommendation to the Administration. 

 B.  

 A weekly log may be kept to record all programming. 

 C.  

 The channel is not to be utilized for announcements from the general public. Access to the 
channel shall be limited to municipal, governmental or quasi-governmental functions and 
operations. Utilization of the channel for personal gain is not permitted. The channel is not a 
public access channel.  “Use of the public access channel shall be for non-commercial purposes 
only.  Use of the public access channel shall be subject to such rules as Company may establish 
verified in accordance with rules governing Public Access established by the Federal 
Communication Commission.  Such rules shall prohibit carriage on the public and education 
access channels of advertising material designed to promote the sale of commercial products or 
services, including advertising by or on the behalf of candidates for public office, lottery 
information, and obscene material.”
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6. Access Priorities 
 Following is a general list of programming priorities, in order of priority. The priorities may be 

altered on a case-by-case basis by the Board of Selectmen. 

 A.  

 Emergency override communication by the Board of Selectmen or designee takes priority over all 
broadcasts. 

 B.  

 Programming of or about meetings of policymaking bodies such as the Board of Selectmen, Etc. 

 C.  

 Programming of various departments and their services. 

 D.  

 Programming of county, state, federal government and/or Town boards, commissions and 
authorities and/or agencies that use public dollars. 

 E.  

 Approved programming produced by the Town or outside sources that is relevant to local 
government or interests of the community at large, or identifiable segments thereof. 

 F.  

 Video bulletin board. 
 

7. Management of Government Access Channel 
 Management of the government access channel shall be by the Executive Secretary, under the 

direction of the Administration. 

8.   Use of Equipment  
 Town-owned video equipment shall be restricted to municipal activities, and its uses shall be 

restricted to trained personnel. Loaning of equipment for personal or outside use shall not be 
permitted. 

9.   Copyright of Materials  
 Programs containing copyrighted materials will be used only if copyright clearance has been 

obtained. 
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http://ecode360.com/8060164#8060180
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http://ecode360.com/8060164#8060207
http://ecode360.com/8060164#8060208


10.   Disposition of Meeting Tapes – Feature Not Currently Available 

 A.  

 The original tape of each public meeting may be maintained by the channel for production 
purposes. 

 B.  

 Both master tapes and copies will be copyrighted in the name of the Town of Sidney. 

 C.  

 Videotapes shall not be considered an official record of any meeting and there shall be no liability 
for inadvertent erasure or omissions. 

 D.  

 Retention period. It is the general policy to retain public meeting tapes for a minimum of two 
months. 

http://ecode360.com/8060164#8060209
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http://ecode360.com/8060211#8060211
http://ecode360.com/8060212#8060212
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